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I MMED I A T E

0 - 5  F E E T  F R O M  
T H E  F U R T H E S T  
E X T E R I O R  P O I N T   
O F  T H E  H O M E .  

• non-combustible area = 0-5 feet from the 
furthest attached exterior point of the 
home. take immediate action on the most 
vulnerable to embers. START WITH THE HOUSE 
ITSELF then move into the landscaping section 
of the Immediate Zone.

• Clean roofs and gutters of dead leaves, debris 
and pine needles that could catch embers.

• Replace or repair any loose or missing shingles 
or roof tiles to prevent ember penetration.



I MMED I A T E

0 - 5  F E E T  F R O M        
T H E  F U R T H E S T  
E X T E R I O R  P O I N T   
O F  T H E  H O M E .  

• Clean debris from exterior attic vents and install 
1/8 inch metal mesh screening to reduce embers 
that could pass through.

• Repair or replace damaged or loose window 
screens and any broken windows Screen or box-in 
areas below patios and decks with wire mesh to 
prevent debris and combustible materials from 
accumulating.

• Move any flammable material away from wall 
exteriors – mulch, leaves, flammable plants, leaves 
and needles, firewood piles – anything that can 
burn. Remove anything stored underneath decks or 
porches.



I N T E RMED I A T E

• Landscaping/hardscaping- employing 
careful landscaping or creating breaks that 
can help influence and decrease fire 
behavior.

• Clear vegetation from under large 
stationary propane tanks.

• Create fuel breaks with driveways, 
walkways/paths, patios, and decks.

• Keep lawns and native grasses mowed to a 
height of (4) four inches.

5 - 3 0  F E E T  F R O M        
T H E  F U R T H E S T  
E X T E R I O R  P O I N T   
O F  T H E  H O M E .  



I N T E RMED I A T E

• Prune trees (6) six to (10) ten feet up from 
the ground ) so a surface fire cannot reach 
the crowns (for shorter trees do not exceed 
1/3 of the overall tree height)

• Tree placement should be planned to 
ensure the mature canopy is no closer than 
ten feet to the edge of the structure.

• Tree and shrubs in this zone should be 
limited to small clusters of a few each to 
break up the continuity of the vegetation 
across the landscape.

5 - 3 0  F E E T  F R O M  
T H E  F U R T H E S T  
E X T E R I O R  P O I N T   
O F  T H E  H O M E .  



E X T ENDED

• Landscaping – the goal here is not to 
eliminate fire but to interrupt fire’s path and 
keep flames smaller and on the ground.

• Dispose of heavy accumulations of ground 
litter/debris.

• Remove dead plant and tree material.

• Remove small conifers growing between 
mature trees.

• Remove vegetation adjacent to storage 
sheds or other outbuildings within this area.

3 0 - 1 0 0  F E E T  F R O M  
T H E  F U R T H E S T  
E X T E R I O R  P O I N T   
O F  T H E  H O M E

.  



E X T ENDED
• Trees 30 to 60 feet from the home should have 

at least 12 feet between canopy tops.*

• Trees 60 to 100 feet from the home should 
have at least 6 feet between the canopy tops.*

3 0 - 1 0 0  F E E T  
F R O M  T H E  
F U R T H E S T  
E X T E R I O R  P O I N T   
O F  T H E  H O M E

.  
*   The distances listed for crown spacing are suggested based on NFPA 1144. However, the 
crown spacing needed to reduce/prevent crown fire potential could be significantly greater 
due to slope, the species of trees involved and other site specific conditions. Check with 
your local forestry professional to get advice on what is appropriate for your property.





THE KEY TO FIREWISE LANDSCAPING
The best plants for landscaping in a fire-prone are those with high 
water content, drought tolerance, and a growth habit that does not 
produce a lot of excess debris. It is also best to select plants, shrubs 
and trees that reduce the amount of burnable branches, leaves, or 
dead foliage lying around the yard. 

Conifers like juniper, pine, fir, spruce, and cypress are 
flammable because they have many oils in their leaves. If you 
grow these trees, keep them far from your home and water 
them well during fire season.



Firewise Plantings*

• Yucca

• Barberry

• Oregon myrtle/Bay Laurel

• Crepe Myrtle

• Japanese Maple

• Red Maple

• American mountain ash

• American Sweet gum

• American wild plum

• River or water birch

• Purple smoke tree

• Honey or Black locust











The Firewise USA® 
program offers 
training geared 

toward homeowners, 
forestry professionals, 

and others on a 
variety of wildfire 

safety topics.
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